
Y,our Culturcq Youg Herttage:,
The Fiji Petrel
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0$^b_tr P^tr I,tilreab@ mhG
O&s Name: MacGillhaay'e Pebel

Scientilic Name: Pseudobulweria macgillivrayi

Fijian Name: Kacau ni Gau (recently adopted name)

Appearance:
I 28 cm lono
I Small, blaik-brown bird with a short neck & stout
black bill
I Has a chunky appearance
I Mostly black feet with a pate blue patch on thg cen-
tre of each web

Habitat \
I Presumed to nest in burrows on ridges at lhe height
ol tho interior torests
I Disperses into pelagic waters lar from the island

Distribution: Found only on Gau lstano

Gau lsland:
I Fi{th largest island in the Fiji qroup
I One ol the islands in the L6miiviti Grouo
I ABOUT 140 square kilometers in area
I ls mountainous and heavily lofested
I Has a wet tropical clirnate
I Major human activities include logging, subsistence
agrrcu,ture
I Other species ol conservation int€rest is the Fiii
Ground Frog
I Has the largest known population of Collared petrels
I A mongoose-lree island

Similar Species:
I Size and colour ol the Fij i Petrel may easily be con-
lused with noddys. but petrels have a diflerent bil i
shape and do not have the charactoristic f l ight ot the
Noddy
I Also easily confused with the Bulweris petrel, how-
ever the Fij i Petrel is stightly larger & h€avier bird with
a stouter bil l  and no bull wing bars. lt lacks the

tongish, pointed, sometimed wedge-

Critically endangered (IUCN Global Status)

Conservation Measures:

I Research is needed to urgently locate petrel nesting
grounos
I Actions to ensufe prevention ol colonizalion of mon-
goose from nearby Viti Levu and Vanua Levu
I Preventive measures to controlling various invasive
alien predators
t BirdLife Fiji has identifiod Gau rsland as an
lmportant qifgtArea since it is the only known breeding
site of the Fiii Petrel
I BirdLife, along with the National Trust of Fiji have

conducted workshops in Gau for the conserva-
, , , ,  , ; . . ,  .  t i ono t rheF i j i  Pe t re l

t Birdlife Fiji will continue to
: work wilh communilies in

:," .,:::,:: Gau for the protection
.:.1 . of this bird, and

, t . '  i , .  P o s s i b l y

t Birdljfe International :
Fiii Programme \
I A Guide to the Birds $***.
of Fiii and Western 

'rQ-*+*i

Polynesia including
American Samoa, Niue,
Samoa, Tokelau, Tonga, Tuvalu
and Wallis & Futuna written by
Dick Watling and illuskated by
Chloe Talbot Kelly.

httpy/www.unep.ch/islands/lLQ.
htm#465

shaped bil l .

Remarks:
I Fiji has 27
endemic birds, ot
which the Fiji Petrel
is the only sea bird
I I st fledgling was
collected in Oclober,
1855 by a,Medical
Ofiicer on a Royal
Navy ship
I Specimens are
being stored in the
British Museum of

roofs in Gau. All six
have been presumed
juvenile

Conservation Status:

a$liiai"q*insiuiis "*''"*' 
*'

\

Natural History in i
London and the Fiji i
[4useum here in Suva I
I In April 1984, an $
adult was caught near :f
the summit ot Gau and I
then released ]l
I Ever since 1985, iS
there have been a fur. I
ther six records ol birds, :$
which have landed on il

increas.
ing its conservation status.
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Your Culture & Your Heritage: , ' i  ; ' ;  r-jffi
Endangered Birds

't ' 
irr:i,

- :  l '  "  : ' i : r  L  l . i ,

Family/Sub'family S'ylviidae ; , :. ,
: . . :  

' : . r ; r .  , .  , , i l

Speeigs nCme authorBeichenow, 1890

source(sl Sibley and Monroe (1990. 1993)

ldentification 17 cm. A long-tailed secretive ground-
warbler of hill

Fopulqtion estimale: - 50.24Q' ,';,;.:;:'
popuhtion trend - stable :,"1 ,. 'r'I ': '

.flange estimate {hrqe inglresi-d94} . 1, 100,km2
Gountry,endemi0?,- Yes .r,r: ;:, , i, ;,. ,
Rangg &,population Triehocichla rufa is.endemic
to Viti Levu end'Vahua I evuron Fiiii where it is
known historically from four old speblmens and a
handful of unconfirmed sightinos ort,V,iti Levu' and

for-
one specimen in 1974 from

VBnua

Threats As a
ground bird.ii may
besugpecled to bg
of higher risk.frdm
preiJation' by.intro;
duced:mongoose r,

Herpesteis auropy "
unctalus:and ,black:
rats Saffrs riaffus oR
both islands, but birds

Levu2. In
,  : ,sr i rvoysin2002"
200 , 12 paii$ were

found in Wabu Forest
Reser.ve, three birds near

were., found breiding successf ully i h, Wab.u: a lon gsjde
!hese-, piedatqrs., Mgn3one f orgst, is bein g logg ed iin,
somei ar.ea \Alhieh lead$, to irrNeteased num,bers',ofr "
thes-i:invagive elien F.Pgcies byt plohiablrl ddes lot
aneCt,ihe,uegetation;t suita*iriq, at the.htb'ltae

Conservation mea$ures underway lt is protected by
Eii ie i t  ' t ; . ; /  Tlra l i i i ;*ac+ lz^a.e,^ ^anr; tor in^ ^;^,  ' . -  ; i '

D A R W I N
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Monasavu Dam,
another three pairs iust outside the

i Monasavu catchment, two heard and one
seen in Sovi Basin, and one heard on three

occaslons at Mt Korobaba, all on Viti Levu. At
these locations, it was locally common in ideal
habitat but very patchy and absent from most
forest. None was recorded at any other site,
including a visit to the 1974 Vanua Levu site, but
it is easily overlooked unless singing6. The total
population is thought to be very small, although
there is no evidence that the species has
declined.

Ecology All recent records have been from old-
growth rnontane forest close to small streams
or creeks between 300 and 800 m. Most loca-
tions were on steep slopes with unstable
land-slide areas where pioneer vegetation,
including herbs, Piper spp. and tree-ferns,

: created a dense understorey. The Wabu
,' birds were on flatter terrain but the climatic

and edaphic effects of the altitude rnay lead to
similar habitat on gentle terrain at 800 m as on

very steep slopes at 300 m6. Pairs and family
groups forage unobtrusively close to the ground

and are best located by tfreir uong6.

,t:.iit:triilo:i.i| .ii;i,:i. .tir:.,.;,i.,:,i::,;it: ..t):i,,:,,::...,:::,:.tit:tit:,,,irrr,r,:.,.r,;:.,::ii;,r:iiiir,,,,:irrriiit;{liriltrlririiiiir r:irii,;,;:,;,,,,,,',,.,.. ,,trt;r;;:lFiii,l&;;iu}i:,,;nri,iti:i:.iii'ilt;:t.':,r.i:;r,n ..

Fijian law. The largest known population occurs in
the Wabu Forest Reserve6.

Conservation measures proposed Continue surveys
at likely sites, especially on Vanua Levu. Investigate
breeding success at Wabu and a more disturbed area
such as the Monasavu roadside to identify any
threats and necessary conservation actions. Most
important is active long-terrn conservation of the key
sites, notably Wabu Forest Rese;rve, the Rairaimatuku
Highlands and Sovi Basin6.

References 1. D. T. Holyoak in litt. '19961.2. Kinsky
(1975). 3. Pratt et al. (19871.4. Watling (1982). 5. D.
Watling verbally (2000). 6. BirdLife International
(2006).7. G. Dutson in l iu. (20061.

Text account compilers Andrew O'Brien (BirdLife
International), Helen Temple (BirdLife International)

Contributors Guy Dutson (BindLife International), D.T.
Holyoak, Vil ikesa Masibalavu (BirdLife International
Fij i Programme), Dick Watling (Environment
Consultants Fiji)

IUCN Red List evaluators Stuart Butchart (Birdlife
International), Guy Dutson {BirdLife International},
Helen Temple (Birdlife lnternational)
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Jq{imt**rEndans,dibd bdluii:
whbtr is presumabty,
result of predation from fi
of habitar;:

familyliun+amity Fsr.nacidaei'.,' i.,,

lnecies namq author (R"msay, f blsf?axonomis sout..pt Siur"v-"ilCi##roe t rsgo,rgssl

' , ,;1i

tiiit;ql,
:\

;:il
ili

ldafficatlqn 18 cm,, Green tqrikeer with flmer. i
rng.rlrgnt. Entirely green but for red cheeks;...throat
and thighs. Hed thro€t bordered witf,'vJfow], :1.
Mustard"yellow undddafi and teiltips.'$exes,slmi-
rar, tmmature bhds duller.. Simililr spp. Easity . . ,
Cg1fusqd wirh Coitared Lory phigys'solitariis ,
wnrcn ls considerably larger and has black cao ,and red on the back. Voics High-pitched squeaks .
unered whllsifeeding or in ttigr,t.'HinG Se];bi^-
any rrowering tree in remote forest areas. such asMt Tomaniivi  on Vit i  Levu. '  

-- '  - :- : ' - :

Populatiol^eslimate 
r<50

population trend
decreasino

Ranse estimii- iii;,i"glresidenr)
16,600 km2

Country"endemic?

1970s. During 49 dgys in *re netO no blrds **, t:
:seen or calls heardr: There are unconfirmed. l. .,recorcb.trom the 1990s fid .1990e- from towland r.argas ol OvCtau, upland Tavenui 

"nA 
t om.ti.-'i

Natewa p€ninsula on Vanua Levu6. Flowever_ a . . t
seconq series of surveys in Z00g also failed toilno any birds, suggesting marked declines haveoccurred'. Given the failuie of further surveys todeted this species, it dppears to be extremiu 

'-

iif; ilt#iJlllr 
popuration mav number ress

Eqylogy lt is found in mature forests and mav ba
rerrant on old-growth forest above S00 m 

g. '

F|oweVer, i tsal t i1udina|restr ic t ion 'ohVi t i tevu
a.nct Vanua Levu is probably artificial. rbflectino
rne. absence of ,good' 

forest, except at higher"ele-
vations/.u. On Ovalau, it tras Ueen'obse-rJeOiri 

-

mangrovesJ. lt is usualty found in smaltflocks l
nrgn In the canopy feeding on nedar and. oollen
trom flowering tees, and-is probabfy nomadic in

ir"il*:ltlg:"rins 
rrees2,s.' rrs u,'"ains ..;L;v

ht:r.:g: ! G. Artport r.n ru f:ooot. a. Ctunie 
:,

!984). 3. J. S. Kretzschmar ro rfr (2000). 4: 
- 
.

SPREP (20001. g. Wathng (t9S2I. 6. Wgrlino,. , ,
t2900l. l: D. WatnnC in titt 1200A1.8. Swin-nenon
and_Maljkovic (2004. 9" G. Dutson rn t/ff. (20031.-
10: P. Hayman in titt. t2llal. fi. C. purron i" iii.{TFl -' ::*-"-"'1"'
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Erythrura kleinsch midti
Status - Vulnerable r$

Justit ication This species qualif ies has been
downlisted to Vulnerable as recent surn that it
has a larger population thdn previously esti-
mated. Neve(heless, the population is sti l l
small, declining owing to habitat loss, and
restricted to a single subpoputation on the
island of Viti Levu.

Family/Sub-tamily Estri ldida6

Species name author (Finsch, 1879)

Taxonomic sourca{s) Sibley and Monroe {1990,
1  993)

ldentit ication 1 1 cm. Robust, greenish finch
with outsized bii l . Olive-green with black face,
b lu ish  c rown and nape and red  rump.
Conspicuously large, glossy-pink bil l . lmmature
b i rds  s imi la r  bu t  du l le r ,  hav ing  orange-horn  b i l l
with black tip. Simitar spp. Fij i  parrotfinch E
peali i is smatler and brighter green with much
smal le r .  dark  b i l l  ( though immatures  have horn-
coloured bil l). Voice Liti le known other than a
high-pitched chee-chee and a clicking sound.
Hints Search any undisturbed mature torest in
central and east Viti Levo, such as Joske,s
Thumb near  Suva.

Population estimate
2,500-9,999
Population trend
decreasing

Range estimate (breeding/resident)

6 .300 kmz
Country endemic?

Yes
Range 6 population Erythrura kleinschmidti is
endemic to Viti Levu, Fii i . where it has always
been considered ,are?. All records are lrom the
wener centre and east of Viti Levu1,6,7, where
recent suryeys suggest that the species is wide-
spread at low densitiesS. A provisional population
density oJ 2.8 birds/krn2 was recently estimated.
r ne speoes was recorded at 60% (g/1 3) ot recenl

sorvey sttes on Vjti Levu but these sites were pre-
selected to have the densest old-growth forest. A

provisional populatoin size of 2,500-10,000 birds
has been esitmated8,9,

Ecology lt is mainly found in mature. wet torest up
to 1,000 m, although thero are records from sec-
oodary.scrub.and plantations. lt has even. been
recorded breeding at the edge of secondary forest,
but is nevertheless regarded ss dependeot on
mature foresr6. lt feeds af mid-height along tree-
trunkd and branches, usually alone or in pairs but
also ioining mixed-species flocks, feeding primarF
ly on insects, but also flower buds and fruit3.5.
Juveniles have been obsarved in August-
September and January-February2. lt may be
nomadic, as other parrotfinches, but repeated
observation in the same spots suggosts that it
could be sedentary.

Threats On Viti L6vu, only c.50% of the island
remains forestedo and lhere is ongo-
ing, small-scale logging and cleatr
ance for agriculture. The most reli.
able site, Joske's Thumb, was logged
in the early 1980s with a dramatic
decline in the number of sightingsT.

Conseruation measutes underway lt
is protected under Fi.i ian law. lt has
been.  recorded.  in  the  pro tec ted
water'shed forest near Suva.

Conseivation, measures proposed
Conduct forest surveys and threar

"ssess-ent4, 
resurueying all known

sites. Develop local expertise in sur.
vey methodology4. ldentify suitable
areas for conservation4, and ensure
preservation of the watershed forest
near Suva,

References 1. N, Bostock n /irr.
(2000). 2. Clunie {1984). 3. Pratt et a/.
{1987}. 4. SPREP (2000). 5. Watting
(1982) .  6 .  Wat t ing  (2000) .  7 .  D .
Watling n /lfi. (2000). 8. D. Litey in titt.
{2005}. 9. c. Dutson,n /1fi. {2005}.
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