









































The Northern De-Forelt-ation Speeia]

"Our Specialty is Ecological Abuse”

Maine - Land of Township-Sized Clearcuts

This high altitude photograph of the Maine Woods west of Baxter State park covers approximately 45-50 square
miles. This is a common scene in Maine’s 10 million acre industrial forest. It was taken in -August 1991. Courtesy of
Beyond the Beauty Strip: Saving What's Left of Our Forests, by Mitch Lansky, Tilbury House, Publishers, 132 Water
St., Gardiner, Maine 04345. (See page 138) Price $19.95 paperback; $35 hard.
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Deforestation is Legal in New Hampshire

=

This 170 acre clearcut at the intersection of Routes 3 & 302 in Twin Mountain, NH
abuts the White Mountain National Forest (the trees in the background). Now this
cut over land is for sale to the WMNF!

This sort of logging operation is all too common a sight for residents of the North
Country. Apologists for the clearcutters claim that the only -problems with such
clearcuts are "visual”.  They aren't listening to residents of the region who hate
these cuts because they know that clearcuts harm the integrity of forest ecosystems.
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Vermont Permits Forest Liquidation Too
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Just north of the Moore Reservoir in Vermont (right) is a huge clearcut diagonally
bisected by the Hydro-Quebec transmission line.

Another view of the clearcut north of Moore Reservoir. We counted seven high
tension towers crossing this clearcut. It is difficult to estimate clearcut size from the
air, but this one is easily more than 500 acres, and may exceed 1,000.
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Adirondack Park - Developer's Paradise or Healthy
Landscape? It's Our Choice

Antlers Resort, Lake George. Photo © Alan Cederstrom, The Adirondack Council.

Adirondack wilderness. Photos by Gary Randorf, The Adirondack Council
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IP Donates Raquette River Tract
20,000 Acre Adirondack 'Jewel’ Protected

A press release from International Paper

Purchase, NY--On December 23,
1992 International Paper announced a
major gift of over 20,000 acres to the
Conservation Fund and the State of New
York that will provide for the permanent
protection of a scenic corridor of the
Raquette River. The Raquette has long
been recognized as one of the premier
canoeing, kayaking and fishing rivers
within New York State's Adirondack
Park. .

The gift celebrates the 100th an-
niversary of the Adirondack Park and
this region's long-standing tradition of
public and private land stewardship.
International Paper has a long history of
managing and protecting these lands that
dates back to the company's formation
in New York State in 1898. The
forested lands on this tract have been
managed for over a century for forest re-
sources, recreation and wildlife preserva-
tion. ,

The gift also assures a healthy local
economy built on the working forest.
The Conservation - Fund - and
International Paper will continue to al-
low for forestry, recreation and wildlife
management on surrounding lands.

The company will donate full fee
and easement rights totalling 20,200
acres. Approximately 15,300 acres, in-
cluding the river frontage on approxi-
mately 11 miles on the northeast side of
the Raquette River in the town of
Piercefield, will be donated to the
Conservation Fund. Hunting and fish-
ing leases, currently leased by the com-
pany to recreational customers, will be
transferred to The Conservation Fund
and will be reissued to the same cus-
tomers for at least five years.

The company will donate an ap-
proximately 500 foot wide corridor of
river lands along the entire length of the
southwest side of the river to the State
of New York. The corridor of land to-
tals approximately 700 acres. Cabin li-
censes within this corridor will be trans-

ferred to The Conservation Fund prior to
the company's gift to the State.

The company will additionally do-
nate, to the State of New York, a con-
servation easement on about 4,200 acres
on the south and west side of the river
on lands adjacent to those donated to the
State. This land will continue to be
forested and leased for recreational pur-
poses, but the easement will preclude
developmental uses.

Contributions to
the Forum

Contributions to The Northern Forest
Forum are tax-deductible & urgently
needed if we are to keep this publication
alive.

Please make checks payable to Earth
Island Institute, earmarked for "Project
#44, The Northern Forest Forum."

Please send checks to:

The Northern Forest Forum

POB6

Lancaster, NH 03584

Thank you.
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Governor Mario M. Cuomo, upon
receiving the gift, said, "On behalf of
the people of New York, I thank
International Paper for its generous gift.
New York is always eager to work with
its corporate citizens on projects that
benefit our environment and our econ-
omy.
ational, ecological, and economic signif-
icance--in short, its attractiveness as a
place to live and visit--is enhanced by
this gift."

Patrick Noonan, president of the
Conservation Fund, said that the fund
will undertake an environmental as-
sessment of the Raquette River gift.
Preliminary plans call for maintaining a
protected scenic corridor along the
northeast side of the river. The
Conservation Fund will continue to
manage the adjacent timberlands as an
Adirondacks working forest and, conse-
quently, will continue to pay taxes on
the property.

The Conservation Fund creates
partnerships with the private sector,
non-profit organizations, and public
agencies to help protect America's out-
door heritage. Committed to excellence
and entrepreneurial spirit, The Fund
constantly seeks new opportunities to
advance land and water conservation.

International Paper manages
325,000 acres within the Adirondack
Park. The company also owns and op-
erates two primary paper-making facili-
ties within the Adirondack region at
Ticonderoga and Corinth, and employs
approximately 1,600 people in the
Adirondacks. The company manages
more than 6 million acres of forest
within the United States.

Publication
Schedule

The Northern Forest
Forum is published six times a
year if funding permits. It will
be printed in the middle of the
odd-numbered months (January,
March, May, July, September,
& November). Deadlines for
submission will be the First of
those months.

The Adirondack Park's recre-

PAW Appeals Continue on GMNF
- No Quick Resolution Seen

by Lowell Krassner

Preserve Appalachian- Wilderness
(PAW) has appealed most of the recent
timber sales on Vermont's Green
Mountain National Forest on grounds
that the Forest Service has failed to con-
sider important wildlife habitat, has not
carried out required monitoring of timber
sale impacts, and has neglected to ac-
count for the cumulative impacts of
previous and current sales. PAW also
charges that a number of forthcoming
timber sales are re-offers that were
planned under a preceding Forest Plan,
now no longer valid.

Some observers regard the situation
as a serious breach of faith on the part
of the USFS, because when the GMNF
plan was issued in 1986, it was hailed
as the most environmentally conscien-
tious plan that came out of the mid-
eighties planning cycle, and was an
important landmark in what most envi-
ronmentalists regarded as an otherwise
egregious process. Timber purchasers
feel that PAW is pursuing a course of
legalistic obstructionism, aimed at halt-
ing or delaying timber sales regardless
of the substantive impacts.

Serious problems surfaced last
summer; when the Emily Proctor Trail,
a spur leading to the Long Trail, was
used as a skid route on the Spruce Lodge
Sale. A site visit called by GMNF staff
for interested groups (after press groups
gave wide publicity) revealed a break-
down in internal communications on
GMNF. A clearcut had not been
screened from the hiking trail in accor-
dance with the project EA, and the orig-
inally selected skid route, which avoided
the hiking trail, was still partially
flagged, but unused. GMNF staff rec-
ognized the error, but no remedial ac-
tions have been taken, and additional
cutting was given the go-ahead.

PAW has pointed out that GMNF
expenditures are not following the forest
plan; while recreation, wildlife, and sim-
ilar amenities are funded well below
plan levels, the timber sale budget is

currently 120% of that established for
the plan. The present situation raises

important issues for the environmental
community--whether the sales being
questioned will cause substantive dam-
age to the resource; whether all sales be-
ing offered are in compliance with the

Jon Luoma does artwork, design, and illustrations
Jon Luoma
PO Box 551
Alna, Maine 04535
(207) 586-5706
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Quiz Answers
Diversity Quiz
Page 8

) c. 3) d.

Extinction Quiz
Page 12
(Hb 2)d B)c 4 b (5)c (6) b (7) No, fragmentation of
habitats leads to extinction even in unmodified areas because of changes
in the physical conditions in the fragment, decrease in available resources
and area for remaining individuals, and the introduction of new predators
(such as dogs and cats) around the fragments. (8) True, over 99% of all
species that have ever lived are extinct. (9) (c) This varies and is hard to
calculate exactly, but probably ranged from between 30 species to 1,000
. species per year, depending on whether the Earth was experiencing a
"mass extinction” event or not? (10) (d) This is also difficult to calculate
precisely becaise we don't know exactly how many species there are, but
conservative estimates put it at around 50,000 species per year.

) d (5)c
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current Forest Plan; and whether the
Forest Service will correct procedural
insufficiencies that it has already ac-
knowledged in several PAW appeals.

Sonie groups fear that frequent
shifts in Forest Service staff have re-
sulted in a loss of institutional memory
on GMNF, noting that present Forest
Service interpretations of plans often do
not reflect the emphasis made when the
planning was discussed with interested
publics.

Lowell Krassner lives in South
Burlington, VT and monitors the
Northern Forest Lands issues for New
England Sierra Club groups as a volun-
teer activist, .
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* A one-year subscription to
the Forum costs $12 US or
$20 Canadian for six issues.
*We will send you a freebie
if you can't afford to pay on
the condition that you
become actively involved in
the search for sustainable
natural and human
communities.

*We urge our more affluent
subscribers to send us $24
OT more to Sponsor a
freebie.

*Please consider becoming
a lifetime subscriber with a
donation of $1000 or more.

**Enclosed is $ to
cover subscription(s).
*¥¥  Tcan't afford a
subscription right now,
please send me a freebie. I
promise to roll up my
sleeves and get to work on
behalf of the Northern

Forest Communities.
*¥ _ Here's some extra
cash to cover the cost of
freebies.

*¥  Enclosed is $1000
(or more). Please sign me
up as a lifetime subscriber.
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